
Board Chair and long time member of the Fair Shake Network (FSN), Kelly Simpson resigned 

her position on the Board of FSN.  According to our bylaws we must fill that vacancy during 

the next membership meeting following the resignation.   That is just what we did. 

The first thing we did was to fill the vacancy on the board.  The nominating committee nomi-

nated FSN member Raymond Brooks for that position.  Not having any nominations from the 

floor the membership then voted to have Raymond fill the position on the board. 

The resignation of Kelly Simpson also left the office of Chair vacant.  The nominating com-

mittee recommended that Vice Chair Sarah Jones to fill that position. The membership agreed 

and voted for Sarah in as Chair to finish out the term. 

With Sarah now elected as Chair, we had a vacancy in the office of Vice Chair.  The nominat-

ing committee recommended Member At Large, James Qualls to fill that office.  The member-

ship agreed and voted James Qualls to finishout the term. 

We would like to wish Kelly Simpson a wonderful future in Ohio, we would also like to thank 

her for the dedication that she had working with Mountain State Center for Independent Liv-

ing  and FSN.  She will be greatly missed. 

We would like to introduce you to the latest 

member of the FSN Board, Raymond Brooks. 

Raymond is a resident of Berkeley County, lo-

cated in the Eastern Panhandle.  

He is a retired firefighter and paramedic.  Ray-

mond is an advocate for the 

Arachnoiditis Society for 

Awareness and Prevention, 

Tennant Foundation, and 

Everylife Foundation. 

Raymond was appointed to 

the WV Council on Rare Dis-

eases by Governor Justice, 

where he is currently serving.  

Raymond enjoys spending time with his family, 

church, neighbors, and his friends.  His family's 

favorite places to travel are Tucker and Poca-

hontas Counties and West Virginia is Ray-

mond's favorite state.   
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 The Passing of Two Great Advocates 
Leo Mulvey: 

Leo Mulvey, 84 of Huntington, passed June 25th in St. Mary’s Medical Center.  Funeral services were conducted at 

1:00pm on June 29th at the Reger Funeral Chapel. 

His burial was in Forest Lawn Memorial, Huntington.   

Leo was a consumer with Mountain State Center for Independent Living in Huntington and  was a very long  time 

member of FSN.  Leo was very active in FSN and advocacy.  He was present at most of our membership meetings 
and hardly ever missed a legislative team meeting during the legislative session.  He was always eager to share his 
interactions with the legislators and the issues he had discussed with them.  Leo was well known to many members 

of the WV State Legislation, as well as the Police and Fire Departments of his home town of Huntington. 

Everyone who knew Leo can testify to his passion for advocacy and life,  Leo you will be missed my friend. 
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LARRY E. PAXTON, 66, of Clendenin passed away on Wednesday, June 23, 2021 at 

Thomas Memorial Hospital. He was the youngest of 10 children to the late Oral Otha 

Paxton and Elva Naomi (Schoolcraft) Paxton. He was also preceded in death by four 

brothers, Clifford, Garland, Emory and Clifton Paxton and three sisters, Helen, Nao-

mi and Garnet. 

After a vehicle accident in 1973 left him paralyzed, Larry went on to beat the odds 

and completed comprehensive rehab at WV State Rehabilitation Center in Institute to 

reclaim his independence. He went on to graduate from WV State College, earning a 

degree in social work. Larry was the Executive Director of the Appalachian Center 

for Independent Living and spent his entire career serving others with disabilities and 

fighting for equal rights and fair treatment. He was the 1985 recipient of the Jefferson 

Award for Public Service and received many other acknowledgements and awards in 

his field. Larry enjoyed country music and loved to sing. He came to know many lo-

cal musicians whom he called friends, and they in turn called him "Brother Larry". 

He was known for his wit and humor and always had a joke or funny story ready to 

tell. 

He will be greatly missed by his family, friends and co-workers. 

Left to cherish his 

memory are his nephew 

and caregiver of 37 

years, Darren Paxton and 

Darren's wife, Stephanie 

Paxton of Clendenin; 

brothers, Roger Paxton 

of Elkview and Michael 

Paxton of San Antonio, 

TX; and many other 

nieces and nephews. 

Darren and Stephanie would like to thank Larry's long-time friend, Jim Burdette for his dedication to Larry all 

these years  

He began his IL career as a counselor, later becoming executive director, and had a passion for the rights of people 

with disabilities. In his efforts to affect systems change, he took the WV Lottery Commission to court for allowing 

lottery tickets to be sold in locations that were not accessible - and he won. The court ruled that the Commission 

must ensure lottery ticket outlets are accessible to people with disabilities. 

He was caring and compassionate - and was a role model for other people with disabilities who want to make a 

difference and contribute to society.  

As Executive Director of the Appalachian Center for Independent Living, he developed a program to assist people 

with disabilities making the transition from institutions and family settings into the community which has received 

national recognition. 

Larry was a determined, passionate, and caring individual.  

Larry E. Paxton 



Dear Membership, 

 

FSN will have a display at this year’s MultiFest, On August 6-8 2021, in Charleston at Haddad Riverfront Park (at the 
Levee) in Charleston. (they are expecting 15,000 people over the course of the event) 

I am reaching out to the membership for volunteers to help with the display.  If you would like to work during this 
event please reply to me by email with the dates and times you are willing to work. 

Below are the days and hours the festival is happening. NOTE: we are not required to be there the entire time.  

You can work as many hours you feel comfortable with just let me from what time you can start and what time you 
will be leaving that day. 

Friday August 6th Check in Noon – 1:00 PM  Setup by 2:00 PM 

Event starts at: 

3:00 PM – 10:30 PM 

 

Saturday August 7th  

Noon – 11:00 PM 

 

Sunday August 8th 

Noon – 9:00 AM 

 

Also, let me know the timeframe you can work.  We don’t want 10 people working at the same time. 

I will take the dates and times and make a schedule.  

Please let me know no later than August 2nd  if you would like to volunteer, so I can put the schedule together.  Con-
tact me at fsn@fairshake.org or 304-766-0061. 

If you are volunteering and you represent an organization you are more than welcome to hand out materials for your 
organization. 

Our space is a 10X10 they are furnishing us a tent.  I have one four foot table.  If you have a table we could use please 
let me know. 

Thank you. fsn@fiarshake.org 
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Volunteers Needed 

ARE YOU SERVING ON A  COMMITTEE??? 
FSN has 4 standing committees.  These committees work the staff and board to carry out the work that FSN 

does.  If you are not currently on a committee please consider joining one today.  Email us at fsn@fairshake.org 

and tell us which committee you would like to be on. 

EVENTS -FINANCE -MEMBERSHIP -NOMINATING (note: nominating committee is appointed as needed.  But you 

can let us know that you would like to be considered for the committee) 
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July 

 21- Board Meeting 

 28 – Membership  

September 

22- Board Meeting 

 29 – Membership Meeting 

 November 

 10- Board Meeting 

 17- Membership Meeting 

 December 

 15- Board Meeting 

All board meetings will begin at 1:30 p.m. All membership meetings will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

All Meetings will be by ZOOM until further notice. 

FSN 2021 Meeting Dates 

  



The Fair Shake Network did its first live and in person community outreach 

event in over a year.  Since the Covid-19 retractions were put in place last 

year FSN has not been able to community outreach.  It was good to get out 

and spread the news about FSN. We attended the 1st Annual Westside 

Communality Health Fair in Charleston, WV on June the 26th.   It was a 

great event and well attended.  Thanks to Aaron Morris for all of your help 

during the 

event. 

FSN has 

plans to be at 

the 31st An-

nual Mul-

tifest event 

on Aug. 6-8.  

We hope you 

will come 

out and see 

us there.  

We look for-

ward to see-

ing you. 
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The WV Statewide Independent Living Council is 
pleased to announce the West Virginia Youth Leader-
ship Forum “TEAM Tuesdays” virtual meetings (Together 
Educating, Advocating & Making a Difference) !  All high 
school juniors & seniors and college freshmen with 

disabilities are invited to join us the second Tuesday of 
each month beginning Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 at 4:00 
p.m. 

You  can also register by using the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZYufuCurjosGd3CREWQxJxhMZvx8WqvWczZ  

For more information contact 

Kathi Young, Office Manager 

WVSILC 

Kathi.young@wvsilc.org 

PO Box 625 

Institute WV 25112 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYufuCurjosGd3CREWQxJxhMZvx8WqvWczZ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYufuCurjosGd3CREWQxJxhMZvx8WqvWczZ
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FSN has been asked to ask its members to participate in this awareness campaign. 

"Be A Hero is running a campaign to help secure the substantial investment in Home and Community Based Services 
(HCBS) that President Biden has promised. (Be A Hero is an organization founded by Ady Barkan – who, himself, 
relies on 24 hour home care.)  

Our campaign is centering on HCBS consumers from the disability community, producing powerful, moving videos 
of their stories. Ideally, participants are HCBS users, or close family members, who are willing to share their stories 
widely.  

These videos will be used on social media, as online ads, and will be released to the press. Interviews are filmed 
online via Skype, or Zoom, and should only take about 30 minutes.  

Here are some examples of the videos we have produced: Tori, Michele, and Marcos.  

Please email me at fsn@fairshake.org to let me know if you would like to share your  story about how Commu-
nity Based Services effect your life.   This is a great way to advocate from your home. 

I need to hear back from you no later than July 30, 2021.  But the sooner the better. 

Thank You 

Are You An User of Community and Home Based Services? 

Or A Family Member? 

SEPTEMBER 17 -19, 2021 

The Families Conference 
29th Annual Families Conference 
This Annual Conference will be held at Canaan Valley Resort in Davis, WV.  Join family members, self-

advocates, social workers and others for a full day of forums to discuss areas of mutual concern, foster 

partnerships and keep abreast of current programs for people with developmental disabilities. The regis-

tration fee is $150 for adults and $75.00 for children up to age 18 and all children under 5 are free.  All 

meals are included. Stipend funds are being made available to people with developmental disabilities and 

family members through funds from the WV Developmental Disabilities Council 

  

If you have any questions, or would like to register  contact information is listed below: 

 Pam Ingram Bureau for Behavioral Health pamela.a.ingram@wv.gov 304-352-5593 

 Steve Brady Bureau for Behavioral Health stephen.a.brady@wv.gov 304-352-5559 

https://beaherofund.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ady_Barkan
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rbwn9aq9chjpcc0/AAA5cH3xfDd-xOpcuM4ofsr9a?dl=0&preview=BAH_SP_Tori_FC_HCBS.mp4
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2v1dy6oydmnsa9s/AAD81bow4Qd90UciBO3g77EWa?dl=0&preview=BAH_SP_Michele_HCBS_FC.mp4
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2v1dy6oydmnsa9s/AAD81bow4Qd90UciBO3g77EWa?dl=0&preview=BAH_SP_Marcos_HCBS_FC.mp4
mailto:fsn@fairshake.org
mailto:pamela.a.ingram@wv.gov
mailto:stephen.a.brady@wv.gov
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FAIR SHAKE NETWORK 
P. O. Box 354, Institute, WV  25112-0354   304-766-0061 or 800-497-4746 

Email: fsn@fairshake.org   website: www.fairshake.org 

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE 
Membership in the FSN is based on a tier structure and is good for one calendar year, except for the lifetime member-
ship.  All FSN members, regardless of tier, are asked to support the FSN mission, philosophy, goals, and share rele-
vant information with and from the Network.   

All membership tiers will receive email updates, quarterly newsletters, and discounts 
on trainings and workshops. 

Please check the level at which you wish to join: 

_____ Agent (Individual) Membership – (Free 
Lifetime) 

Definition: An individual with a disability who pro-
motes the mission of the Fair Shake Network.  

Incentive:  None 

 
 _____ Affiliate (Organizational) Membership   
– (Free Lifetime) 

Definition:  An organization that has a limited or 
restrictive budget that promotes the mission of              

the Fair Shake Network. (Approved by the 
Board)  

Incentive: None 

 
____Advocate (Individual) Membership - $20 

Definition: An individual who promotes the mis-
sion of the Fair Shake Network. 

Incentive:  A FSN ink pen 

 
____Assembly (Family) Membership - $50 

Definition: A family who promotes the 

mission of the Fair Shake Network. 

Incentive:  Three FSN ink pens 

 
____Alliance (Organizational) Membership –  

        $150 

Definition:  A partner organization joining forces 
with the Fair Shake Network. 

Incentive:  A membership certificate suitable for 
framing 

____Independence Membership - $250 
Definition:  An individual or group supporting 
the Fair Shake Network’s efforts to make a 
difference for people with disabilities. 

Incentive:  A gold-tone FSN lapel pin 

 
____Freedom Membership - $750 

Definition:  An individual or group dedicated 
to advocating for the freedom and civil rights 
of people with disabilities. 

Incentive:  A FSN t-shirt  

 
____Justice Membership - $1,500 

Definition:   An individual or group committed 
to equality, civil rights, and justice for all.   

Incentive:  A FSN ink pen, lapel pen, and t-shirt 

 
____Liberty Lifetime Membership - $5,000 

(one-time payment) 

Definition:  An individual or group providing 
outstanding support to the Fair Shake Net-
work in eliminating the segregation of and 
discrimination against people with disabili-
ties. 

Incentive: An individualized plaque and our un-
dying gratitude 

mailto:fsn@fairshake.org
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Fair Shake Network Membership Application 
Please complete all sections of this form 

This is an Individual Membership _____           This is an Organizational Membership _____ 

 

Individual/Organization Name: ________________________________________________________ 

If this is an Organizational Membership please include contact name: _________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

County: ___________ Phone: ______________E-mail: ____________________________________                                                                                                                             

I need my materials in the following alternative format: _____________________________________ 

How did you hear about the Fair Shake Network? ________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                       

This section is optional and is for grant and statistical data purposes only. 

Please mark all that apply:   

 _____I am a person with a developmental disability (DD) 

 _____I am a person with a disability (Not DD) 

 _____I am a parent/family member of person with a developmental disability (DD) 

 _____I am a parent/family member of a person with a disability (Not DD) 

_____I work for an agency 

_____I am an interested person (Not a person with a disability or family member) 

Payment 

 

____ My payment of $ ____________ is enclosed 

 

____ I would like to set up an installment plan – please contact me 

 

____ I have selected the free membership level  

 

____ I am not interested in joining at this time but would like to make a donation to support the 

         mission and goal activities.   

 

Your contribution supports the important work/activities the FSN engages in to protect and improve the civil rights of West Virgin-
ians with disabilities and to promote best practices in public policies.  

 

As a Network Member, I agree to support the FSN philosophy, goals, and the current Disability Agenda.  I understand the FSN 
encourages members to disseminate relevant information received from the Network to friends and family and other interested 
parties. 

 

                

Signature       Date 

 



Fair Shake Network, Inc. 

PO Box 354 

Institute, WV 25112 

Thanks to our Organizational Partners 

West Virginia Developmental Disabilities Council 

West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services 

West Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council 

Mountain State Centers for Independent Living Huntington and Beckley 

Appalachian Center for Independent Living  

Open Doors, Inc. 

West Virginia Association of the Deaf 

West Virginia Statewide Rehabilitation Council 

Central WV Action Network 

National Social Workers of WV 

FSN 2021  Newsletter Summer  Edition 
Funding for our Newsletter comes from grants by: 

WV DD Council, WVU Center for Excellence in Disabilities, and Disability Rights of WV 

 

This Newsletter is published by the Fair Shake Network, Inc. (FSN).  Publication of news items and articles 

does not imply endorsement by the Editor, FSN, it's partners, funding sources or Board of Directors. 

NOTICE: The Fair Shake Network reserves the right to edit articles or not print content that does not reflect 

the mission and values of the Fair Shake Network 

West Virginia Autism Training Center 

Disability Rights of West Virginia  

Olmstead Council 

Job Squad, Inc. 

Mountain State Parents CAN 

West Virginia Parent Training and Information 

WV University Center for Excellence in Disabilities 

Whole Families 

WV Bureau of Senior Services 

The Arc of WV 


